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ST. PETERSBURG – Every
year, Chairman Orlando A.
Pizana and the rest of the Black
History Committee at Greater
Mt. Zion AME Church, under
the direction of Rev. Clarence
Williams, bring to St. Pete phenomenal lecturers to highlight
their annual Black History
Month program. Last Sunday,
Feb. 23 was no different.
With the rousing speech of
a crusader, civil rights attorney

and author Benjamin Crump attacked the hypocrisy of America. With his recent bestselling
book “Open Season: Legalized
Genocide of Colored People,”
Crump said he wanted America
to at least acknowledge its own
hypocrisy.
“They would at least have to
acknowledge the discrimination, the racism that exists in
every institution,” he said.
Crump’s role in the Trayvon
Martin, Martin Lee Anderson
Boot Camp, Jannie Ligons

(State of Oklahoma vs. Daniel
Holtzclaw), and Robbie Tolan
cases show a legacy built
around the idea that the Constitution applies to everyone at
every level of society.
Crump came up with the
“Open Season” title, he explained, in an emotional time —
the aftermath of the killing of
Michael Brown. Brown, an unarmed teen, was shot dead by a
white police officer in broad
daylight on a street in FerguSee CRUMP, page 10

Health Equity Center sponsors powerful
speakers during Black History Month
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST PETERSBURG – The
Foundation for Healthy St. Petersburg’s (FHSP) Health Equity Center hosted three talks by
major African-American contributors in February, underscoring
the foundation’s mission to address how inequities based on
race contribute to health disparities in Pinellas County.
On Monday, Feb. 10, Dr.
Ibram X Kendi addressed a
packed room as part of FHSP’s
on-going Speakers Who Inspire
series. Kendi is founding director of The Antiracist Research &
Policy Center at American University in Washington, D.C., and
winner of the National Book
Award for Nonfiction for his
book “Stamped from the Begin-

Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Legacy Week host and
State Attorney Aramis Ayala for the
Ninth Judicial Circuit Court of Florida
ning: The Definitive History of
Racist Ideas in America.”
Kendi discussed his new
book and New York Times’ bestseller, “How to Be an Antiracist,”

but also talked candidly about
his battle with illness. In 2016, at
34, Kendi was the youngest person ever to win the National

Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG – What
began as an effort to collect and digitize existing issues of The Weekly
Challenger has expanded to a comprehensive research guide on St.
Petersburg’s black history.
The Challenger, founded in 1967,
serves St. Petersburg’s historically
underrepresented black community. In 2013, the university reached
an agreement with the paper to
house its existing issues at Nelson
Poynter Memorial Library.
About a year-and-a-half ago,
David Shedden, special collections
librarian at Poynter Library, decided
to expand upon the archive by creating a more detailed research
guide.
“Oftentimes, when I think of
archives… you preserve, but you
also share,” Shedden averred. “It’s
one thing to preserve it. But if you
put it in a box and put it away, it really isn’t going to be as much use. So
we need to find creative ways that
people can use this information.”
Shedden said he wanted to create something that could be relatively stable; he could add to
regularly and would be there 24/7
so people could use it.
The first step entailed making a
digital record of each existing issue
of the Challenger. But this presented
a challenge, as not every print issue
was available.
As a result, Shedden filled the
gaps by briefly summarizing the
major news events of each decade,
then linking to more recent, relevant
news coverage of those events. In
the rare case that a previous issue
was available, Shedden would include a link to the PDF for students
to read themselves.

See HEALTHY, page 9

See HISTORY, page 9

We Value Diversity | We Value Education | We Value History
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Are you interested in being a radio guest?
Radio Personality Princess Denise Wright
of Matters of the Heart Radio Ministry
is looking forward to you being a guest on
her global radio broadcasting network on
99.1 FM JAMS. Matters of the Heart Radio
Ministry has been broadcasting for the past 16 years locally and
internationally, all the way into Jamaica. For additional information
about scheduling a guest interview or promoting your business,
book, music CD or non-profit organization, please call 727-488-8818
or email princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com
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Our vote is our power
BY TREVOR MALLORY
Contributor

2020 Community Education Conversation
The Education Committee of the
St. Petersburg Branch of the NAACP
has planned a community meeting to
discuss the educational needs of the
South St. Petersburg students and
families of School Board District-7.

PINELLAS COUNTY –
African Americans are a
large and critical voting
bloc in Pinellas County, as
in most of the nation. But
many African Americans
are disconnected from the
democratic process and do
not see the importance of
voting.
There are good reasons for this: the democratic
process
has
historically failed AfricanAmerican voters and communities. Politicians we
supported have often failed
to live up to their promises.
Because of this and because of their shameful
treatment throughout the
history of this nation, black
people are often understandably suspicious about
the democratic process
and politicians.
But we have to remember this – as individuals, we
can have fears and doubts.
As a group of voters, WE
ARE POWERFUL.
We spoke with a voter
at his door – we’ll call him
“D” for the purpose of this
article — who doubted
that his vote made a difference or that the system
could be fair. He told us the
issues that worry him and
his family, such as affordable housing, education,
criminal justice reform,
among others.
We told D about the
volunteers like us who are
making contact with voters, the many neighborhood and community
groups, and the candidates
who are working so hard
to make a difference on
these issues.
We are fortunate to
have an exceptionally qualified group of AfricanAmerican
candidates
running for local and state
offices, including County
Commissioner, State Representative for District 70
and the School Board.
(You can find out about
them
at
the
votepinellas.com/2020Can
didates).
Some offices have
more than one or even several African-American candidates running so that we
have a real choice out of
the well-qualified candidates.

On the presidential
level, Florida voters will
cast their ballots for their
choice of the Democratic
candidate on March 17.
Among the candidates still
running, people have their
favorites, and many will be
disappointed if their candidate is not nominated. But
to win the presidential election and elect the best candidates on the local and
state level, we must overcome our differences and
come together.
At NAACP’s 2020
Emancipation Proclamation Service on New Year’s
Day at the Historic Bethel
AME Church, Rev. JanaHall Perkins spoke about
“the deception of division.”
Revered Perkins, senior pastor of McCabe
United Methodist Church,
spoke about how we let
disagreements keep us
from coming together as a
powerful, united voice.
Some of our adversaries
count on this and attempt
to sow discord through
misinformation, exaggeration of our disagreements
and social media.
We cannot let our dif-

The purpose of this gathering is to facilitate a healthy but
frank conversation between the community and those persons
who have indicated a desire to position themselves as potential candidates for the elected office of Pinellas County
School Board Member for District-7.
This is not a candidate forum.

For D and voters like him, we
are holding a special community
event, an update about our election
year activities in a family friendly
gathering. It’s called St. Pete United
for 2020 and will happen Saturday,
March 7 from 10-12 p.m. at the
Enoch Davis Recreation Center,
1111 18th Ave. S, St. Petersburg.
A light breakfast will be served and
we will have art activities for kids,
local speakers and voter registration
assistance. It is sponsored by
the Pinellas Democratic Party District
70 (south St. Pete) and the South
St. Petersburg Democratic Club.
D will bring his family to hear about
how we can all come together to vote
and to get involved. To reserve your
place, TEXT 727-412-1541 or email
ed.stevens@pinellasdemocrats.com.
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ferences or the manipulations of others divide us,
for as a group of voters,
WE ARE POWERFUL.
President
Barack
Obama said, “Our strength
comes from unity and not
division.” We must use our
unity to assert our power in
the voting booth and we
must enlist our families,
friends and neighbors.
March 17 is the Florida
Presidential Preference
Primary, and Aug. 18 is the
Primary Election for local
and state offices.
Trevor Mallory is the
president of the Pinellas
County Democratic Black
Caucus and Outreach
Chair of the Pinellas Democratic Party.
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antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
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legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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Mike Bloomberg to push
$70 Billion investment in
black communities
BY JERI YONDER
Contributor

TULSA, Okla. —
Democratic Presidential
Candidate
Mike
Bloomberg has a problem with the systematic
racism and societal bias
that has kept black America from achieving economic equity, and he is
the only presidential candidate to confront the
issue with a proposal to
address one of the nations’ most prevalent
dilemmas.
Bloomberg’s belief
that the wall of discrimination has kept black
America from building
generational wealth was
reinforced when he visited remnants of the little-known Black Wall
Street Massacre site in
Tulsa, Okla. It was more
evidence of America’s
dark
history.
So,
Bloomberg unveiled his
Greenwood Initiative that
will bring about economic justice to black
Americans at a time
when it is essential.
He personally reflected on the enduring
legacy of racial discrimination — crystallized by
the unbelievable statistic
that the typical black family owns one-tenth of the
wealth of the typical
white family.
He
acknowledges
that biased policies in the
financial, criminal justice
and electoral voting systems have stood as concrete barriers for many
black Americans for far
too long and that the impact of discrimination
over centuries has meant
an enormous loss of
wealth for generations.
“As someone who has
been very lucky in life, I

‘My story might have turned out
very differently if I had been black.’
often say my story would
only have been possible
in America – and that’s
true. But I also know that
my story might have
turned out very differently if I had been black
and that more black
Americans of my generation would have ended
up with far more wealth,
had they been white,”
said Bloomberg.
“Instead, they have
had to struggle to overcome great odds, because their families
started out further behind, and excluded from
opportunities – in housing, employment, education, and other areas.”
Mike’s plan, the
Greenwood Initiative,
lays out a path to create
more than 1 million new

black homeowners and
100,000 new black-owned
businesses in the next
decade. As president, he
has committed to investing $70 billion in the
country’s 100 most disadvantaged
neighborhoods. Bloomberg has a
solid record of philanthropic programs that
have changed the lives of
people of color.
In Florida, Mike’s
plans continue to draw
support and endorsements from prominent
black lawmakers, including Florida House Minority
Leader
Kionne
McGhee, State Senator
Darryl Rouson, Jacksonville Council Member
Reggie Gaffney and West
Palm Beach Mayor Keith
James.

We’re Hiring
Youth Workers
Part-Time Positions Available | $15.87 per hour
Males preferred, all applications accepted!

*attention*
Calling ALL Gibbs Senior High School
Class Presidents!

Responsible for guiding and supporting the educational,
emotional, and social development of youth ages 6 - 14.
DCF 40-hour childcare training preferred. High School
Diploma or GED required.

The Gibbs Gladiator Alumni Association invites you
to participate in an important planning meeting for the
rebuilding and reorganization of the Alumni Association.

Part-Time - 11:30 am - 6:30 pm
Email Cover letter and resume to Social@SanderlinFamilyCenter.org
Contact Sharina Morrow (727) 321-9444 ext. 243

March 12, 2020, 6:30 pm
Enoch Davis Center
1111 – 18th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
For more information: Lolita Brown (727) 327-1520
Renêt Dennard Cole (727) 686-9807 Jet Jackson (727) 580-0023
Let us come together and do wonderful things for our historic Alma Mata,
“Dear Gibbs High School”!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
CREAL FUNERAL
B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Deannie
K’s
Beauty
Salon
HOME AND
1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

Beauty is more
than skin deep.

727-896-2602

Call TODAY for an appointment

CREMATIONS, INC

“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545
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Negro National League pioneer: James Franklin Oliver Sr.
BY SEVELL BROWN, III
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG -Known as the "King of
Baseball" in St. Petersburg, James Franklin
Oliver Sr., played shortstop in the historic Negro
National Baseball League,
where he was considered
one of the most gifted and
esteemed professional
baseball players of his
time.
Oliver Sr. played with
some of the greatest baseball players in American
history: Satchel Paige,
Josh Gibson, Cool Papa
Bell and countless others.
He played with the legendary barnstorming Indianapolis Clowns, the
Birmingham
Black
Barons and the Cleveland
Buckeyes.
After white owners
recognized the threat of

great black baseball players in the Negro National
League, they started signing players such as Jackie
Robinson to integrate
Major League Baseball in
1947.
These Negro
League teams were defeating National League
teams and many times
had thousands more attending their games, outselling the white teams.
The orchestrated signing of these few Negro
National League players
is what began the demise
of the Negro League. In
this declining period,
Oliver Sr. then began playing in 1956 with the St. Petersburg Saints of the
Florida State League and
other local teams such as
the St. Petersburg Pelicans and the St. Petersburg Braves, a semi-pro
team of the Florida West

Coast Baseball League.
The Braves played
their games on the baseball diamond at the Campbell Park field. This is the
same field where the historic Gibbs High School
Blue & Gold 1947 National Football Championship team played their
games, attracting white
fans from all over Florida.
Gibbs baseball team also
played on the field.
At some point, Oliver
Sr. renamed the Braves
team the Oliver Alouettes.
Many descendants of the
Negro League played for
such "hometown" teams
across America, such as
the Alouettes. It has been
said that ex Negro National League greats such
as Oliver Sr. kept baseball
alive in St. Petersburg and
cities across America.
Oliver Sr. was known
for his love for the youth.
For decades, stories have
been told of how attentive
he was to countless girls
and boys. He helped hundreds of youth hone their
skills in the game of baseball, football and basketball in the city of St. Pete.
Oliver Sr. is recognized as the person who,
from 1950-70, brought
baseball to St. Pete's
youth. He and my cousin,
Charles Tutson, were
among those who organized the first Negro Little
League Baseball during
the early 50s.
Among those who
were the benefactors of

Oliver Sr.'s tutelage in
baseball were New York
Mets and Kansas City
athletics Ed "Gum"
Charles, Detroit Tigers
and Red Sox's George
Smith, his son Nate
Oliver of the Brooklyn
Dodgers, Los Angeles
Dodgers, New York Giants and Chicago Cubs;
Pittsburg Steeler's defensive back Glen Edwards
and San Diego Chargers
linebacker Melvin Rogers
-- all graduates of historic
athletic
powerhouse
Gibbs High School.
His other son, James
Oliver, Jr. played with the
semi-pro Tampa Tarpons
in the Florida State
League. Others influenced by him were
Earnest Givens Sr.,
whose son played for the
NFL Houston Oilers, outfielder Minson Rubin, first
baseman Rubin "Jabo"
Lewis, shortstop Leroy
"Leco" Smith and pitcher
Bobby "Lefty" Thompson.
He also influenced
Bobby "Yates" Jenkins,
who signed with the NFL
and coached the 1956
Jones T. St. Petersburg
Little League championship baseball team,
which included Dr. Paul
"Butch" McRae, Ronald
"Chico" Carter and Fred
Wright, Jr., manager of
the Oliver Alouettes.
Oliver Sr.'s own children were considered a
baseball franchise in St.
Petersburg:
Nathanial
Oliver, Bernard Oliver,

James Franklin Oliver Sr.
Oliver, Jr., Larry Oliver,
Jesse "Domo" Jerome
Oliver, Anthony Oliver,
Jeanette Oliver-Wright
and Zelda Oliver.
Two months after his
death at the age of 52 in
Dec. 1971, after brain surgery at Bayfront Medical
Center, the Campbell
Park Recreational Center
Teen Council hosted a
free memorial awards dinner in his honor. NFL
greats Melvin Rogers,
linebacker for the San
Diego Chargers and
NFL's Edwards of the
Pittsburg Steelers and
other great Gladiators attended this community
event.

On Saturday, May 8,
1972, Oliver Sr. and his
family were also honored
by the St. Petersburg National Business League
with a "Day-Long Memorial Devoted To Baseball"
event that was attended
by Smith of the Detroit
Tigers and Boston Red
Sox and Super Bowl
Champion defensive back
Edwards.
In Feb. 1975, the city's
beautifully renovated the
Campbell Park diamond
baseball field and was
dedicated by Mayor C.
Randolph and named in
honor of Oliver Sr.
Teresa A. Weems contributed to this article.

CONNECT WITH US!
W

W

W

.

T

H

E

W

E

E

K

L

Y

C

H

A

L

L

E

N

G

E

R

.

C

O

M

Racial terror lynchings in St. Pete, local coalition
joins national monument movement
BY GYPSY C.
GALLARDO
Power Broker Media Group

“On Nov. 12, 1914, a
crowd of 1,500, including
many of St. Petersburg’s
prominent white families
and leaders, gathered at
Ninth Street South and
Second Avenue to watch
John Evans being lynched
from a light pole. At first,
he kept himself alive by
wrapping his legs around
the light pole. Then an
unidentified white woman
in a nearby automobile
ended his struggle with a
single bullet. Though the
shot was fatal, the rest of
the crowd began shooting
at Evans’ dangling body
until their ammunition
was depleted.”
This was but one of
the acts of naked violence
perpetrated
against
African Americans in
Pinellas County that will
soon be memorialized
with the installation of a
lynching
memorial
marker, situated on the
site of that 1914 murder of
John Evans.
The project was initiated in 2017 by a Lynching Memorial Committee
at St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church of St. Petersburg. Since then, dozens
of community leaders and
organizations have joined
in support.
They’ve won the blessing of Deputy Mayor and
City Administrator Dr.
Kanika Tomalin too. The
City of St. Petersburg will
contribute the land for the
lynching marker.
The group – now titled

The Pinellas County Community
Remembrance
Project Coalition (CRPC)
– says its mission “is to
bear witness to the legacy
of racial terror, epitomized by lynchings in
America.”
They recognize that
some will see the memorial’s presence as “pouring
salt in old wounds.” But
project leaders say that
“truth-telling” about the
past is vital to future
progress. A description of
the project stresses that
“the CRPC will advocate
for the truth of the story;
educate with the truth of
the story; commemorate;
and collate this history; in
an effort to bring about
reconciliation, justice, equity, peace and healing.”
National
partners
agree. This Wednesday,
CRPC Co-Chairs Jacqueline Hubbard and Gwendolyn Reese received
word that the Equal Justice Initiative (founders of
the National Memorial for
Peace and Justice in Mobile, Alabama) will support their cause.
The EJI will cover the
expense of the marker
and its transport from
Mobile to St. Petersburg,
while a local coalition will
raise funding for relatively
small local costs.
Wayne Atherholt, director of the mayor’s office of Cultural Affairs, is
working with the CRPC to
coordinate all City-related
tasks, such as permitting.
One side of the new
memorial will document
the vision of the EJI,

which is working with
counties across the country to claim monuments
that now reside at the National Memorial in Mobile. “Eventually, this
process will change the
built environment of the
Deep South and beyond
to more honestly reflect
our history,” notes the EJI
website, which in turn will
help “communities engage with this history in a
constructive and meaningful way.”
The other side of the
marker will capture Pinellas County’s history of
what the CRPC terms
“racial terror violence.”
CRPC Co-Chair Gwen
Reese says the project will
start local conversation
and education around the
topic. “Lynchings may be
one of the better-known
manifestations of racial
terror violence,” said
Reese, “but it happened in
many forms.”
Rape and sexual assaults of Black domestic
workers, along with Ku
Klux Klan marches, beatings, and various forms of
economic boycott and
control are among the instruments of oppression
wielded here in Pinellas
County.
Jacqueline Hubbard, a
retired attorney who also
Co-Chairs the CRPC, insists, “We must never forget the violence black
communities have been
subjected to since the
founding of this nation.
Only some have realized
that despite the accomplishments of Black
Americans, the legacy of

Inside the National Memorial for Peace and Justice, which grand
opened in Mobile, Ala., in 2018 (Photo: Briene Lermitte)
racial terror, enslavement,
mass incarceration, intimidation, and segregation
still plague American society.”
Hubbard says this is
due in part to the apathy
of citizens who continue
to ignore past and present
realities. “The entire community needs to become
aware of the indelible history of political terror
Black Americans still experience and accept that
our past is responsible for
our present unacceptable
condition and make a
common effort to change
it for the better.”
The EJI is working
with several dozen communities to do the same.
Its extensive research has
documented over 4,400
African American men,
women, and children who
were hanged, burned
alive, shot, drowned, and
beaten to death by white
mobs between 1877 and

1950.
So far, local CRPC
stakeholders have fully
documented two such
murders in Pinellas, along
with dozens of other racial
terror violence incidents
here. Researchers are in
the process of vetting and
chronicling three additional lynchings that
never made it into local
history books.
Dr. Tomalin said, “The
formal and permanent
marking of the site of Mr.
Evans’ lynching is critically important in our
community’s
ongoing
work for truth and reconciliation. Atrocities such
as Mr. Evans’ murder are
a stinging chapter in our
national story that must
be told if we are to fully
understand and advance
the complex compendium
of truths surrounding
race in America.
“The city is grateful for
the service of the commit-

ted citizens who are shepherding this important
work, and pleased to
honor its obligation to
help our community heal
the unattended wounds of
racial discrimination and
abuse that have been suffered in St. Petersburg.”
The CRPC continues
to meet at St. Augustine’s
Episcopal Church. Its
members have an aggressive timeline for implementing the project,
which will include a local
essay contest to raise
awareness of the history.
The lynching memorial
marker could be installed
as early as this November.
If interested in supporting, the CRPC meets
for an hour at 6 p.m. the
first and third Tuesdays of
the month at St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church,
located at 2920 26th Ave.
S, in St. Petersburg.
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EvXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
From the Pastor’s
Desk
Am I Blessed Like
This?
Blessed are . . .
(Matthew 5:3-11)
When we first read
these statements of Jesus,
they seem wonderfully
simple and unstartling, and
sink unnoticed into our
subconscious minds. For
instance, the Beatitudes
initially seem to be merely
soothing and beautiful precepts for overly spiritual
and seemingly useless people; but of very little practical use in the rigid,
fast-paced workdays of the
world in which we live. We
soon find out however,
Beatitudes contain the ‘dynamite’ of the Holy Spirit.
They “explode” when the
circumstances of our lives
cause them to do so. When
the Holy Spirit brings to

our remembrance one of
the Beatitudes, we say,
“What a startling statement
this is?’ Then we must decide whether or not we will
accept the tremendous
spiritual upheaval that will
be produced in our circumstances if we obey the
words. This is the way the
Spirit of God works. We do
not need to be born again
to apply the Sermon on the
Mount literally. The literal
interpretation of the Sermon on the Mount is as
easy as child’s play. But
the interpretation of the
Spirit of God, as He applies
our Lord’s statements to
our circumstances, is the
strict and difficult work of
the saint.
The teachings of Jesus
are all out of proportion
when compared to our natural ways of looking at
things, and they come to us

Pastor’s Corner
initially with astonishing
discomfort. We gradually
have to conform our walk
and conversation to the
precepts of Jesus Christ as
the Holy Spirit applies
them to our circumstances.
The Sermon on the Mount
is not a set of rules and regulations – it is a picture of
the life we will live when
the Holy Spirit is having
His unhindered way with
us.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@ 7:00 p.m.

ST PETE United for 2020
A Family Event
“Our strength comes from unity and
not division.” -- President Barack Obama
Saturday March 7, 10am to 12pm, Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18th Avenue South
• Light breakfast • Kids art activities • Voter registration/update • Local speakers
Learn how we will get Democrats elected! RSVP: TEXT 727-412-1541
Pinellas Democratic Party District 70 | Southside St Pete
ed.stevens@pinellasdemocrats.com

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

The Heart of God
“Jesus went forth, and
saw a great multitude, and
was moved with compassion
toward them, and he healed
their sick” Matthew 14:14
In addition to February
being African American History Month, the month of
February is also associated
with Love and Heart Health.
Your heart is symbolic of
your feeling nature. Feelings
give you the energy to do
what is that you are called to
do. They also draw your good
to you and you to your good.
Feelings also repel that
which is not good for you.
Paying attention to your feel-

ings keeps you safe and allows you to experience Divine Protection in even
greater ways. Your feelings
are gifts from God. Instead of
judging your feelings as right
or wrong, honor and appreciate them.
Jesus, the Wayshower, reflected the heart of God. He
had a big heart and accepted
all people (Matthew 9:35-38).
He was open to what people
were feeling; therefore, his
teaching, preaching, and
healing ministries were effective. He knew that his heart
was God’s physical heart on
the earth and that Spirit

worked through his feelings
to help humanity.
When your soul is in
alignment with your spirit,
your heart becomes the
heart of God. It is important
that when you feel something
that you deal with what you
feel. Address your feelings so
that you are empowered to
heal your past and assist others in their healing process.
Your awareness of what you
are feeling in the present moment is a manifestation of
genuineness and causes people to feel and experience
your authenticity.

Dynamic Spiritual Revival
What: Dynamic Spiritual
Revival
When: Fri., Feb. 28, and
Sat., Feb. 29 at 7 p.m.
Where: Hope Pavilion
Fellowship Church, 8800 49th
St. N, Suite #110, Pinellas
Park
You, your family and
friends are invited to what
promises to be a Dynamic
Spiritual Revival this week
end at Hope Pavilion Fellowship Church, 8800 49th St.
North in Pinellas Park. The
church is located in Suite 110
in the Office Park on the West
Side of 49th St. Turn into the

second, southern entrance to
the complex and look for
Suite 110.
Under the Leadership of
Dr. Mitchell Bryant, we at
Hope Pavilion are rebuilding
Souls and Nurturing lives, so
come dine with us while
being spiritually fed through
the powerful and pragmatic
preaching and teaching of Dr.
Bryant, whose ministry over
the past 30 years has taken
him to South Korea, South
Africa and Jamaica, among
other locales and populations
seeking spiritual nourishment.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

A Mother’s Strength
Today I see a mountain, that only GOD can
move;
HE takes this mother by her hand, and gives
her strength to stand.
Today I see a mother’s heart, broken into
many pieces;
As she looks to JESUS for her strength and
watches as her pain ceases.
Today a mother witnessed a child who is lost
and has gone astray;
GOD strengthens with HIS wisdom
and guides this mother to stay on her knees
to pray.
Today I see a mother broken, as she buries
her precious child;
GOD gives her the strength to forgive, and
courage to know peace comes in awhile.
Today this mother wept for a family, who
does not know You LORD;

Her prayer is that GOD’s mercy will touch
them with strength, peace, hope, and knowledge that only comes from above.
Today I thank You GOD, for clothing mothers with Your strength;
And pray that Your loving Hand will always
guide their hearts, with a loving and caring
sense.
Today I rejoice in knowing, that this
mother’s strength comes from You LORD;
So grateful for the grace and strength You
give, with promises of Your eternal love.”
Proverbs 31:25-26
“Strength and honor are her clothing; and
she will rejoice in times to come. She
openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her
tongue is the law of kindness.”

............7:00 p.m.
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Paul Mohr, Sr.: Herald academic excellence out of
Gibbs High & Gibbs Jr. College
BY SEVELL BROWN, III
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG -Dr. Paul Mohr, Sr. was
the sports reporter for
Gibbs High School’s
newspaper and yearbook
during the period when
the Gibbs Gladiators won
the 1947 football championship. Under segregation, Mohr’s writings of
the Gladiators’ victories
would be published in the
St. Petersburg Times’ and
Evening
Independent’s
black news page.
Mohr worked with
Eva Jordan, an AfricanAmerica reporter writing
for the Evening Independent’s one page that featured black news. That's
how local African Americans would learn of the
athletic excellence at
Gibbs.
Mohr's articles would
detail the reputation of the
Gladiators, as white people would come from all
over Florida to see the
Gibbs’ football players

dominate their opponents.
Names such as Book
Drayton (famous quarterback), Rufus “Ghost”
Adams, Al Mosely, Baby
Ray Harden, Sevell “Citation” Brown, Jr., Urial
“Tankhead” Tift, Melvin
“K9” Cannon, Sydney
Campbell, Martin Campbell, Lester Campbell,
Coach Al Campbell, Donald Campbell, Luthrell &
Hiram “Big Wine’Church,
Buster “Blazing” Bland,
Terrell “Dec” Danley, Vernell Ross and a host of
other greats appeared in
his articles, along with
legendary coaches Love
Brown and Moon Johnson.
Other Gibbs reporters
were Terrell Danley,
Sylvester Shannon and
other greats. Jordan left
the Evening Independent,
and Mohr took over while
still in school at Gibbs.
After he graduated and
left for college, Danley
took over as reporter for
the Evening Independent,

also while still attending
Gibbs.
Mohr’s academic excellence, along with Dr.
Gilbert “Sunny” Leggett,
was a thing of pride at
Gibbs and around the city.
Mohr and Leggett became civil rights partners
in crime, always advocating for a better Pinellas
County School system.
Along with Leggett's
cousin, Louis E. Lomax,
who was in and out of St.
Pete over the years, the
three of them constituted
the “Trio of Academicians
of Excellence.” Lomax
went on to become a nationally renowned journalist and author of "To Kill a
Black Man: The Shocking
Parallel in the Lives of
Malcolm X and Martin
Luther King Jr."
St. Petersburg was a
mecca of academic excellence permeated with
great educators.
Mohr, the son of pioneer Dean Mohr, who
founded the YMCA in the

AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER
BY JACQUELINE
HUBBARD, ESQ.
ASALH President

Dr. Carter G. Woodson is called the “Father
of Black History” because he dedicated his
career to the field of
African-American history
and lobbied extensively
to establish Negro History Week, which later
became Black History
Month, as a national institution.
Lately, some have realized that despite the accomplishments of black
Americans, the legacy of
racial terror, enslavement, mass incarceration, intimidation and
segregation still plague
American society.
In
part, this is due to the apathy of American citizens, who continue to
ignore both the past and
the present.
America needs to

wake up to the presentday political horror we
live in and accept that our
past is responsible for
this condition.
In 1748, the French
philosopher
Montesquieu wrote: “The
tyranny of a prince in an
oligarchy is not so dangerous to the public welfare as the apathy of a
citizen in a democracy.”
Indeed, Black History
Month cannot be celebrated in a vacuum.
As Erin Aubry Kaplan
stated in her opinion
piece entitled “Seeing
Black History in Context” in the New York
Times earlier this month,
“We are eager to celebrate our favorite figures
and their trailblazing
achievements — Barack
Obama is the latest —
but less eager to examine
the fact that their heroism was based more
often than not in fighting

an American system that
fought — and still fights
— against their status as
full Americans.”
Kaplan said America
must turn the lens on itself and acknowledge
what black history really
reveals: how centuries of
“codified
oppression
groupthink, hypocrisy,
lies and political cowardice have made possible, and palatable, the
political oppression and
moral corruption of the
current moment that
threatens to wipe out
democracy for everybody.”
Perhaps the time has
finally arrived where
each of us as Americans
need to acknowledge that
American history has
been a brutal and racist
history. It has been traditionally split between
black and Native Americans on one side and
white people on the

St. Pete African-American
community, went on the
teach math at 16th St. Jr.
High School, then served
as one of the founding
professors and administrators at historic Gibbs
Jr. College.
After receiving his
doctorate from Oklahoma
State University, Mohr
became the dean of
Florida A&M University's
School of Education. The
school included undergraduate and graduate
programs.
Mohr’s administrative
excellence is held in the
highest esteem as he
played a vital role in stopping the Board of Regents attempts to phase
out FAMU in the early
1970s and merge it with
Florida State University.
His administrative pursuits continued as he
served as the vice president of Norfolk State University in Norfolk, Va.,
and president of historic
Talladega College in Ala-

Dr. Paul Mohr, Sr.
bama.
He now serves as the
director of Southern Regional Education Board
(SREB) programs for the
Alabama Commission On
Higher Education in

Montgomery, Ala. He administers the SREB Minority Doctoral Scholars,
which is number one in
graduates and graduates
employed.

Black History Month: Let’s revisit
the terror of our history
other. The Native Americans suffered near genocide,
and
black
Americans were enslaved
and brutally treated by
whites for hundreds of
years.
The truth is the treatment of black Americans
resulted in organized
racial terror before and
after the end of Reconstruction. How do we
know? The Equal Justice
Initiative from Montgomery, Ala., has documented nearly 4,400
racial terror lynchings
against black Americans,
primarily in the Southern
United States and MidWest, from the end of Reconstruction in 1877 until
1950.
There were many
more not yet fully documented. Two of these
racial terror lynchings
occurred here in Pinellas
County during the early
part of the last century.

We must not forget these
victims. They must be
commemorated.
The Pinellas County
Community
Remembrance Project Coalition,
(CRPC) was established
in April of last year to act
upon this history. The
CRPC will honor these
two victims, John Evans
and Parker Watson, and
any other victims we can
locate and document,
who were black victims
of racial terror lynchings,
right here where we live.

We will start to
change the future by
honestly acknowledging
this past, confronting it,
and vowing and making
our truest and best efforts not to allow it ever
to happen again.
Attorney Jacqueline
Hubbard graduated from
the Boston University Law
School. She is currently
the president of the St. Petersburg Branch of the Association for the Study of
African American Life
and History, Inc.

who takes warning will
[a]save his life. 6 But if
the watchman sees the
sword coming and does
not blow the trumpet,
and the people are not
warned, and the sword
comes and takes any person from among them,
he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood I will
require at the watchman’s hand.’
7 “So you, son of man:
I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore you shall
hear a word from My
mouth and warn them for
Me. 8 When I say to the
wicked, ‘O wicked man,
you shall surely die!’ and
you do not speak to warn
the wicked from his way,
that wicked man shall die
in his iniquity; but his
blood I will require at
your hand. 9 Neverthe-

less if you warn the
wicked to turn from his
way, and he does not turn
from his way, he shall die
in his iniquity; but you
have [b]delivered your
soul.
10 “Therefore you, O
son of man, say to the
house of Israel: ‘Thus you
say, “If our transgressions and our sins lie
upon us, and we pine[c]
away in them, how can
we then live?” ’ 11 Say to
them: ‘As I live,’ says the
Lord God, ‘I have no
pleasure in the death of
the wicked, but that the
wicked turn from his way
and live. Turn, turn from
your evil ways! For why
should you die, O house
of Israel?’
Till next week,
Blessings,
Bishop Robert L. Harrison, PhD

Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise
the
Lord
saints.
This is another one of
those hard-hitting messages because it has become abundantly clear
that deception from the
pulpit is at an all-time
high and it’s growing.
So, I will simply say
this, if you are blindly following your church
leader when you know
it’s not scriptural, know
that you will not be given
a mulligan, a do over.
You had better hope
that that leader or organization has a heaven or
hell to govern who gains
entrance or rejection.
Proverbs 16:25 New
King James Version
(NKJV)
25 There is a way that
seems right to a man, But
its end is the way of
death.

14: 12 There is a way
that seems right to a
man, But its end is the
way of death.
No, this is not a typo,
its repeated twice in
Proverbs.
Ezekiel 3: 16 Now it
came to pass at the end of
seven days that the word
of the Lord came to me,
saying, 17 “Son of man, I
have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore hear a
word from My mouth,
and give them warning
from Me: 18 When I say
to the wicked, ‘You shall
surely die,’ and you give
him no warning, nor
speak to warn the wicked
from his wicked way, to
save his life, that same
wicked man shall die in
his iniquity; but his blood
I will require at your
hand. 19 Yet, if you warn

Battle Scars, Part 11
the wicked, and he does
not turn from his wickedness, nor from his wicked
way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul.
20 “Again, when a
righteous man turns
from his righteousness
and commits iniquity, and
I lay a stumbling block
before him, he shall die;
because you did not give
him warning, he shall die
in his sin, and his righteousness which he has
done shall not be remembered; but his blood I will
require at your hand. 21
Nevertheless if you warn
the righteous man that
the righteous should not
sin, and he does not sin,
he shall surely live because he took warning;
also you will have delivered your soul.”
Ezekiel 33 New King

James Version (NKJV)
The Watchman and
His Message
33 Again the word of
the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, speak
to the children of your
people, and say to them:
‘When I bring the sword
upon a land, and the people of the land take a man
from their territory and
make him their watchman, 3 when he sees the
sword coming upon the
land, if he blows the
trumpet and warns the
people, 4 then whoever
hears the sound of the
trumpet and does not
take warning, if the
sword comes and takes
him away, his blood shall
be on his own head. 5 He
heard the sound of the
trumpet, but did not take
warning; his blood shall
be upon himself. But he
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Officer Boyd retires with
31 years of service
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
For the past 31 years, Officer Lerric Boyd has
been a public servant to
the citizens of St. Pete as
a police officer. For the
past 11 years, he patrolled the halls of Lakewood High School,
securing the safety of its
students and staff.
Shortly after returning from winter break,
Boyd shared his heart to
Lakewood High principal
and announced his retirement from duties as
the head of school security and patrol of the St.
Petersburg Police Department.
“We are truly going
to miss Officer Boyd,”
said Erin Savage, principal of Lakewood High
School. “For the past five
years of my time here at
Lakewood, he did so
many things to enhance
the school. He helps with
the safety plan and
brought a positive attitude that was encouraging to students and
staff.”
More
than
100
friends, community leaders, and school personnel joined Boyd’s family,
who sponsored a retirement dinner held in
Lakewood High’s newly
built gymnasium lobby.
Many in attendance had
served with him in some
capacity or another in his
31-year history in law enforcement.
Boyd’s career nearly
came to a halt before it
got started. His mother,
Elder Mary Boyd, was so
against him entering
such a dangerous profession that she didn’t pin
him at his rookie ceremony.
However, she was
front and center at his retirement ceremony. The
smile and proud look on
her face showed that he
had met her approval in
making an impact on the
community.
Story after story revealed that Boyd was indeed in the right field of
endeavor. Retired Police
Officer Kelvin Wyatt indicated that he knew Boyd
was a strong leader one

Officer Lerric Boyd
summer when they were
in Philadelphia with a
group of boys from the
Police Athletic League for
a basketball tournament.
Because of inclement
weather, they had to stay
in Philadelphia through
the weekend. He observed Boyd contact
each parent and made
sure every player was
properly cared for, and
their flights rearranged.
“That’s when I saw
the real leadership in
Boyd. I saw him seamlessly juggle the role of
father, coach, community
servant, caretaker, and
negotiator all at once,”
stated Wyatt. “When you
have parents’ children
thousands of miles from
home, every decision is
crucial. He handled it
very well.”
John Darby, campus
monitor at Lakewood
High School who worked
with Boyd for 10 years,
told the story of the officer being the ultimate
safety factor at Lakewood. One day, an intruder came on the
campus, and Boyd intercepted him. A struggle
ensued, and Boyd emptied his can of mace on
the intruder and Darby,
who was assisting in protecting the campus.

“When
Officer
Boyd’s hand goes in the
air with a can in it, you
better duck because at
that point, the talking is
over,” said Darby. You
better follow the last instruction that he gave
you because he means
business.”
Boyd’s official last
day on the job was Tuesday, Feb. 18. He plans on
taking it easy, enjoy his
grandkids, and doing
some things he hadn’t
done in more than 30
years.
“We’re
definitely
going to miss him,” said
Lakewood’s Head Coach
Corey Moore. “He does
a great job of building
bridges for our youth
and adults in the community. You don’t find many
men like him.”
Boyd expressed his
thanks to God for giving
him an uneventful career. He said his recipe
for success is to treat
people the way they want
to be treated, with respect, noting it doesn’t
matter if it’s a child or
adult.
Job well done, thy
good and faithful servant!
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

COMMUNITY NEWS
The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2020

9

The Weekly Challenger inspires research guide on area black history
HISTORY, from front page

“What I like about The
Weekly Challenger is they
write history stories all the
time,” he said. “And that’s
great because we don’t
have the original stories
about a lot of these events.
So what I end up linking to
is our stories from the
present about old stories.”
“I’ve been waiting for
the past,” he joked.
But Shedden soon
found the PDFs proved to
be “a little cumbersome to
use from a researching
standpoint.”
“When you scan the
pictures or scan the newspapers, it doesn’t always
pick up all the words correctly, or if the ink wasn’t
printed right, it won’t catch
a word,” he said. “Part of
the guide is a way of trying
to get around that.”
Then, student questions led him to create an
index. Shedden reasoned
that students who don’t
know a lot about the Manhattan Casino or the
Deuces wouldn’t know
where to find them in the
chronology.

“Although (students)
don’t say it, I can see it in
their eyes: ‘Make my life
as easy as possible,’” he
said. “That’s kind of what I
see my mission as doing
— taking this extraordinary archive, and then
connecting it to other
parts of its history.
“Ultimately, a newspaper is a collection of stories. And my job is to take
those stories to help the
students, but also connect
them to other resources.”
In the beginning, The
Weekly Challenger served
as the core of his research
guide. But Shedden
wanted to expand beyond
that.
“There are a lot of really good people doing
good projects, but they’re
sort of doing them independently sometimes,” he
said. “So I’m also hoping
with the guide to link to
the various projects.”
Now, the project includes books and resources from other local
organizations and media
outlets.

Students can broaden
their research to include
the black history of not
only Tampa Bay, but also
the state of Florida. They
can browse relevant exhibits at the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American Museum and the
Florida Holocaust Museum. Or, they can explore
the work of The African
American Heritage Association of St. Petersburg, or
the local chapter of the Association for the Study of
African American Life and
Art.
But Shedden doubts it
will ever be finished.
“I guess it’s kind of like
a recipe,” he said. “I see an
article and say, ‘Oh, I don’t
have that in the index. I
should have that.’”
Shedden is no stranger
to chronicling the history
of newspapers. Earlier this
year, he published a
chronology of Florida’s papers from 1783 to 2001.
“This builds on my
work that I did for the history of Florida newspapers, and I hope to revisit

that,” he said. “This has
also inspired me to look at
the history of Florida
African American newspapers more than I have. But
it’s hard because a lot of it
hasn’t been preserved.”
The Weekly Challenger
was founded by M.C.
Fountain as The Weekly
Challenge in 1967, after
the then-St. Petersburg
Times discontinued its
embattled “Negro News”
section.
“The African-American
section was a segregated
section which only was
distributed in the black
community. And it pains
me that that took place,”
Shedden said. “However, if
you look at the pages, they
do exactly what The
Weekly Challenger does —
it brings a community together in conversation
with itself on those pages.”
Shortly thereafter, the
paper was acquired by
Cleveland Johnson, Jr.,
who renamed it to The
Weekly Challenger.
After Johnson’s death
in 2001, his wife, Ethel,

David Shedden, special collections librarian
at Nelson Poynter Memorial Library,
created the guide to connect students
to other parts of history.
took on the role of CEO
and publisher emerita,
while their daughter, Lyn,
became the publisher and
general manager in 2012.
“The Weekly Challenger
filled in an incredible need,
but it has survived,” Shedden said. “When I talk
about newspapers as primary sources, I say, even if
newspapers disappear in
the future, you can’t take
away the important work
that they’ve done before.

“We need to be able to
preserve it and link to it
somehow and share it.”
To view Shedden’s research
guide,
visit
http://lib.usfsp.edu/c.php?
g=843128&p=6026004.
Emily Wunderlich is a
student reporter in the
Neighborhood News Bureau
of the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg. Visit
nnbnews.com for more info.
To reach her, email ewunderlich@mail.usf.edu.

Health Equity Center sponsors powerful speakers during Black History Month
HEALTHY , from front page

Book Award – so it was
even more stunning to
learn that two years ago, he
was diagnosed with colon
cancer.
Eloquently describing
his shock and initial denial
toward increasing symptoms of illness, Kendi used
his circumstance to draw
the analogy that white
America’s denial of their
racism, which stands in
the way of true equity in
America.
“I’m often asked what
is the worst aspect of
racism. It’s a question I
never want to answer, but
when I’m forced to, I say
health inequity. The reason is two-fold: first, if we

Kingian Nonviolence
educator,
Dr. Bernard Lafayette

did not have inequities – if
African Americans were
not 25 percent more likely
to die of cancer. If African
Americans were not on the
dying end of nearly every
major health disparity
then literally, there would
be more people living.
“Why is it that we as a
nation refuse to allow these
people to be more healthy,”
Kendi asked. “One of the
answers to that, of course,
is racism. Literally, racism
is death. And it’s always
been death, and it will always be death.”
On Feb. 12, Legacy
Week held its annual
Legacy Lecture at the Equity Center with speaker
State Attorney Aramis
Ayala for the Ninth Judicial
Circuit Court of Florida.
Ayala, a recipient of the
NAACP’s 2017 Civil Rights
Champion of Justice
Award and Equal Justice
USA’s Leadership Award,
has had challenges while
in office.
Before Ayala, who is
the first African American
elected to the post of
Florida State Attorney,
began her inspiring and
fiery talk, Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Legacy Week host,
played a video showing the

unwarranted police stop
that she was subjected by
Orlando police on June 19,
2017.
At the time, Ayala was
already involved in a battle
with then-Governor Rick
Scott over her decision not
to seek the death penalty in
a case regarding the fatal
shooting of a police officer.
Scott chose to move the
case to another state attorney’s office, and Ayala filed
lawsuits disputing the action but lost.
After a brief discussion
of the police stop, Ayala,
who had an infectious
laugh and positive spirit,
didn’t get weighed down by
the topic or the video. Instead, she spoke about the
issue of mass incarceration,
which she is passionately
involved in. She stressed
the need for African Americans to remain vigilant in
standing for justice.
“When I speak of injustice, I am talking about
something that often is
walking with, and protecting, the ugly past of this
country. Protecting money,
and protecting power,”
Ayala asserted.
While Ayala will not be
seeking another term in office, she was optimistic

about what her plans will
entail and shared some successes her office has had
during her tenure.
On Monday, Feb. 17,
the Equity Center hosted
civil rights leader and
Kingian Nonviolence educator,
Dr.
Bernard
Lafayette. Born and raised
in Tampa, Lafayette became a student activist
while at college in
Nashville. He studied nonviolence with several
renowned instructors before becoming a member of
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee
(SNCC), and a member of
the Freedom Riders.
Lafayette shared experiences working closely
alongside Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and was
chosen by Dr. King to become the Program Director of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) in 1967.
He was introduced by
local historian Gwendolyn
Reese, who encouraged
high school attendees in
the audience to ask questions, and asked Lafayette
what his thoughts were on
breaching the divide between generations.
“We as adults, have to

Dr. Ibram X Kendi, founding director of The
Antiracist Research & Policy Center at American
University in Washington, D.C.
appreciate the fact that we
are in a different world now.
It’s not the same country,
and it’s not the same
world,” Lafayette acknowledged. “So, one of the
things that’s important for
us is to understand how we
can help our young people
live in their world as young
people, but also live in the
next generation’s world. We
won’t be here. What will we
leave behind us is the real
question.”
The Foundation for a
Healthy St. Petersburg
seeks to address health dis-

parities, advance population
health, and achieve health
equity in Pinellas County.
Understanding that racial
disparities are a significant
contributor to health disparities, the Center has committed to also addressing
racial inequity in Pinellas.
FHSP’s Center for
Health Equity is located at
2333 34th St. S, St. Petersburg. Call 727-865-4650 or
visit healthystpete.foundation for more information.
You can reach J.A. Jones
at jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.
What happens when
opportunities are offered
for a price that you cannot
afford? Many have this experience, but how often do
we hear these stories?
Meet Augusta Savage,
an
African-American
sculptor and art teacher
who was born in Green
Cove Springs, Fla. Savage
lived between Feb. 29,
1892, and March 27, 1962.
In 1934, she became the
first
African-American
artist to be elected to the
National Association of
Women Painters and
Sculptors. Knowing firsthand the unfairness, Savage worked for African
Americans to have equal
rights in the arts.
Salvage was born Augusta Christine Fells. At
an early age, she knew of
her love for the arts and
would use natural red clay
to make artwork. Her father, a minister, thought it
was a sin and did not support this early display of
talent.
In 1915, her family re-

located to West Palm
Beach. This move was especially important to Savage because her school
principal encouraged her
artistic abilities and allowed her to teach a clay
modeling class. This opportunity led to her having
a lifelong commitment to
teaching and creating art.
In 1919, Savage was
granted a booth at the
Palm Beach County Fair,
where she modeled clay
and was awarded a $25
prize and ribbon for “Most
Original” exhibit. Pursuing
her dreams, she arrived in
New York City in 1921
with only $4.60, as well as
a letter of recommendation from a Palm Beach
County Fair official for
sculptor Solon Borglum,
creator of the School of
American Sculpture.
Savage,
however,
could not afford the
school’s tuition. Borglum
encouraged her to apply
to Cooper Union, a scholarship-based school. She
did and was admitted in

Her sculpted price
Oct. of 1921. She completed a four-year degree
in three years.
By 1923, Savage applied for a summer art
program
at
the
Fontainebleau School of
Fine Arts. When she was
denied admission into the
program solely because
she was black, she was
distraught and questioned
the international judging
committee.
This would not be the
only time she would have
public fights for equal
rights. The international
press followed this story,
and sculptor Hermon
Atkins MacNeil invited
her to study with him.
Note, he was the only
committee member who
supported her application.
After Savage graduated from Cooper Union,
she worked as a steam
laundress to support herself and her family. During
this time, she obtained her
first commission for a bust
of W. E. B. Dubois for the
Harlem Library. More

commissions followed.
In 1925, Savage won a
scholarship to the Royal
Academy of Fine Arts but
she was unable to attend
because she did not have
enough money to cover
travel and living expenses.
In 1929, she was able to
travel to France as a result
of donations and a grant.
The African-American
community became aware
of Savage’s talents and
struggles. It believed in
her and began to host
fundraising parties in
Harlem and Greenwich
Village. Likewise, AfricanAmerican women’s groups
and teachers from Florida
A&M University also Savage her money so that she
could study abroad.
Aside a result of this
outpouring of community
support, in 1929 Savage
was able to attend the
Académie de la Grande
Chaudière, a leading Paris
art school. In Paris, she
exhibited and won awards
and toured France, Belgium, and Germany, re-

searching sculpture in
cathedrals and museums.
In 1931, she returned
to the United States energized from her studies
and achievements. She
started the Savage Studio
of Arts and Crafts and offered it anyone who
wanted to paint, draw, or
sculpt. Some artists who
were her students became
nationally known. Even
though she continued to
face financial struggles
and discrimination, she
maintained her stance to
provide opportunities to
those wanting to be
artists.
Savage created a 16foot-tall plaster sculpture
called “Lift Every Voice
And Sing,” which was inspired by the poem and
song. It was incredibly
popular. Again, she did not
have funds to have it cast
in bronze or to move and
store it. As a result, the
sculpture was destroyed.
Understandably, Savage became deeply depressed by her financial

Augusta Savage
struggles. Her love and
talent for the arts is undeniable, and she sacrificed
much in remaining true to
it. One of her most famous
busts is titled “Gamin.” It
is on permanent display at
the Smithsonian American Art Museum in Washington, D.C.
In the 1940s, Savage
moved to a farmhouse in
Saugerties, NY, and became employed as a laboratory assistant at the K-B
Products Corporation’s
cancer research facility. In
paying her sculpted price,
she left a legacy.
What if we all were financially able to develop
our talents and gift them
to the world? What would
our lives look like?
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and public
servant.
www.emergingfree.com
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Crump presented his case for change in America
CRUMP, from front page

son, Mo., in 2014, drawing
national attention.
“He was shot like a dog
in the street!” said Crump,
who has taken on high-profile cases such as the shooting deaths of Brown and
Markeis McGlockton, right
here in Pinellas County.
National Guardsmen
with assault rifles, officers
in riot gear, even drones
descended on the small
black community of Ferguson, Mo. as though they
were at war. But all this
couldn’t stop the Black
Lives Matter activists for
refusing to let Brown’s
death be swept under the
rug and refusing to be
silent.
“It was the young people who were taking the
lead,” Crump said.
He recalled one particular young black man who
walked right up to the ominous line of the assault rifles and yelled out for all to
hear — the onlookers and
the media alike — that the

officers should just kill him
now in plain sight for the
world to see because they
would do it if the cameras
weren’t on them.
“I remember thinking,”
Crump said, “this young
brother is absolutely right!
It is important that the
world sees how they’re
killing us.”
It is important not just
in high-profile incidents
such as Michael Brown’s,
but in all cases in every
city and every state. Even
every day, in every courtroom, with trumped-up
felony convictions.
“They’re killing us
softly,” Crump said, adding
that one out of five black
men in states like Florida,
Texas, and Tennessee is a
convicted felon.
If the trend continues,
one in every three black
men in the country in the
next 25 years will be a convicted felon.
“They keep trying to
lock our children up and

throw away the key,” he
said.
The young folks have
to be brought up to understand that they are going
to be targeted, Crump
noted, adding that if you
are a black person in
America, it is almost inconceivable that you won’t be
stopped by the police by
age 40 — most of the time
it will happen by age 25.
Crump pointed out that
the hypocrisy even includes
manufacturing
plants that release toxic
chemicals. These plants
are legal in communities of
color while illegal in many
other areas of a given city
or district. He also took
aim at the prison industrial
complex.
“When minorities go to
prison, especially women
of color,” he explained,
“not only do they have to
worry about losing their
constitutional rights, but
they also have to worry
about their reproductive

rights.”
As late as 2014, Crump
said, it is documented that in
the state of Californian, black
and Hispanic women who
were in the custody of the
Department of Corrections
were being coerced into having forced sterilizations.
“We’re talking about legalized genocide literally
and figuratively!” Crump
said.
And although AfricanAmerican men make up
approximately six percent
of the country’s population, they make up about
50 percent of the people on
death row. Crump claimed
that African Americans
who have merely been accused of killing a white
person could wind up on
death row. He cited many
cases where white murderers were simply apprehended and taken alive
while black men were shot
with even the flimsiest evidence of any wrongdoing.
“In America, white peo-

ple are arrested and protected while black men are
shot and killed,” he said.
“It’s ‘shoot first, ask questions later.’”
Black parents fear their
child is going to be shot
and killed by a person who
is supposed to protect and
serve him, Crump stated.
He did, however, praise
the jury that rightfully
found
policewoman
Amber Guyger guilty of
first-degree murder in the
shooting of her neighbor,
Botham Jean, in his apartment in 2016. She received
a 10-year prison sentence,
of which she’ll likely only
serve five, Crump noted.
“It’s a journey to justice,” he said. “We take one
step forward, one step
back, because the punishment did not fit the crime.”
Crump touched upon
the glaring number of minorities in prison for selling marijuana, which is fast
becoming a legalized activity in more and more

states. The government
will now aim to sell marijuana to make money to
pay its bills. Just as for
years, people of color had
to sell marijuana to make
money to pay their bills —
and were slapped with disproportionately
heavy
prison sentences for it.
“It’s just hypocrisy!”
Crump said.
The only way we can
overcome the legalized
genocide of people of
color, he said, is to make
sure that our children
don’t fall into these traps.
“We’ve got to make
sure that our children are
more intelligent than their
oppressors,” Crump said,
“because there are people
who want to see our children never, ever have an
equal opportunity at the
American
dream...the
American dream has to be
equal for our children too.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Emersen Jackson welcomed the congregation
to the annual Black History Month program.

Attorney Kimberly Jackson received an
award for her civic, educational and legal
contributions to life in St. Petersburg.

Rev. Clarence Williams,
senior pastor of
Greater Mt. Zion AME

Antorrio Williams read the
“Black Pledge of Allegiance” penned by
civil rights attorney Benjamin Crump.

Civil rights attorney Benjamin Crump and attorney Jean Oguntade sat down
for a question and answer session at the end of the program.

Attorney and former candidate for
Attorney General of Florida Sean Shaw
introduced Attorney Benjamin Crump.

Civil rights attorney Benjamin Crump
is fast becoming the
modern-day Thurgood Marshall.

